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Government of lndia
qsr srrFr, qEqre-+ eirt elqfr qzroq

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying
qsqrm{ 3rt{g[frfrt{Fr

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying

gBr*+, r$ffi-rro oor,
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi-1 10 001 ,

frii-fi/ Dated the 27th Aptit,2o2z.

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Requirement of COVID-I9 testing in live animals before
importing into lndia- regarding.

The undersigned is directed to refer to this Department's O.Ms. of even
number, dated 21"t June,2OZ1,26th July, 2021 and 24th August, 2021 (copies
enclosed) stating that to rule out the spreading of COVID-19 infection through
imported animals, the concerned Regional Officers / euarantine Officers,
Animal Quarantine and Certification Services (AOCS) will issue advance No
objection certificate / Final AQCS clearance for import of cats (domestic- Fells
cafus), other members of the Family: Felidae i.e. tigers (panthera figns), lions
(Panthera /eo), snow leopards (Panthera uncra), pumas (puma spp.) etc. and
Gorillas (Goilla spp.), other animal species (great apes) of Family Hominidae
including chimpanzees, orangutans etc. into lndia, after receiving negative
COVID-19 test report or additional certification / attestation (for the fet cits; in
addition to other existing requirements in this regard, till such situation prevails.

2. The matter has been reviewed and the requirement of negative COVID-
19 test report or additional certification / attestation (for the pet iats) to import
above animals into lndia has been withdrawn with immediate effect. However,
other extant requirements to import live animals into lndia wlll be applicable.

3. This has the approval of the Hon'ble Minister for Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying.

Encl: As above.
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Distribution:

- All Regional Officers / Quarantine Officers, Animal Quarantine and
Certification Services, Delhi / Mumbai / Bangaluru / Chennai / Kolkata /
Hyderabad.

Copy for kind information and necessary action to;

1) Secretary, Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce &
lndustries, Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. Email: csoffice@nic.in

2) Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, lndira
Paryavaran Bhavan, Jorbagh Road, New Delhi. Email: secy-
moef@nic.in

3) Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, South Block, New Delhi. Email:
psfs@mea.gov.in

4) Joint Secretary (Customs), Central Board of lndirect Taxes & Customs,
Department of Revenue, North Block, New Delhi. Email: jscus@nic.in

5) Director General, Directorate General of Foreign Trade, Udyog Bhawan,
New Delhi. Email: dgft@nic.in

6) Dy lnspector Geneial of Forest, Central Zoo Authority, B-1 Wing, 6th

Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi
Road, New Delhi - 110 003. Email: cza@nic.in

7) Commissioner, Single Window Project, Central Board of lndirect Taxes
& Customs, Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance, New Delhi-
1 1 0 001.Email: mgt.valavan@nic.in

8) Deputy Secretary, Department of Commerce, Udyog Bhawan, New
Delhi - ll0 00'1. E-mail :d2tpd-doc@nic.in

9) NlC, DAHD with a request to upload on the Department and AQCS's
website.

Copy also for kind information to;

PS to the Hon'ble Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying.
PS to the Hon'ble Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying (SKB).
Sr. PPS to the Secretary, AHD.
PPS / PS to the AS (VJ) / JS (oPc) / JS (UB) / JS (GNS).
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2)

3
4

)

)

.V
File No.: L-1 1 01 I 01512021-rrade-Part (1) (E-19215)



File No. : L-1 1 0 1 1 0 I 512021 -Trade-Part ( 1 ) (E-1 92 1 5)
qr{flV{fiR

Government of lndia
rr€r qrFI, q{qrs{ 3fu clqfr {Tdq

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying
q{qrf,{ 3{tr3{ffifrqFr

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying

7Er++, r{ftd-rro oot,
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi-1 10 001,

ftri6'/ Dated the 21a June,2021 .

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Requirement of COVID-19 testing in live animals before
importing into lndia- regarding.

The undersigned is directed to refer the above cited subject and to say

that as per advisory dated 30 April, 2021 by Ministry of Environment, Forest

and Climate Change, in view of the spread of COVID-'I9 in the country and

reports of death oilions due to COVID-19, there are possibilities of spread of

the virus amongst animals in National Parks/ sanctuaries and other protected

areas and also transmission of the virus from humans to animals and vice-

versa.

2. Further, as per World Animal Health Organization (OlE) Technical Fact

Sheet, the Cats (domestic), Large cats (tigers, lions, snow leopards and

pumas) and Gorillas are having high susceptibility of infection against natural

COVID-19 infection.

3. ln view of above and to rule out the spreading of COVID-19 infection

through imported animals, the Cats (domestic- Felis cafus), other members of

the Fimily: Felidae i.e. tigers (Panthera figns), lions (Panthera /eo), snow

leopards (Panthera uncial), pumas (Puma spp-) etc. and Gorillas (Goilla spp)
have to be tested for covlD-19 infection by the travellers / exporters in the

exporting country while importing into lndia, till such situation prevails'

4. The concerned Regional Officers / Quarantine Officers, Animal

Quarantine and certification services (AOCS) will issue advance No Objection

certificate / Final AQCS clearance for import of aforesaid animals into lndia

after receiving negative COVID-19 test report (no more than 3 days old before

export into lndia) in addition to other existing requirements in this regard.

5. This has the approval of the Hon'ble Minister for Fisheries, Animal

/r,!n 4'*trT' vi(,* /"t t
$rmryf1

(Dr. Gagan Garg)
sdrTfi 3ng{d c4Tcrq

Assistant Commissioner (Trade)
Email: gagan.garg@nic.in

Contd....

Husbandry and Dairying.



- All Regional Officers / Quarantine Officers, Animal Quarantine and

Certification Services, Delhi / Mumbai / Bangaluru / Chennai / Kolkata /
Hyderabad.

Copy for kind information and necessary action to;

1) Secretary, Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce
lndustries, Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. Email: csoffice@nic.in

2) Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Paryavaran Bhavan, Jorbagh Road, New Delhi. Email:
moef@nic.in

-2-

Distribution:

lndira
secy-

3) Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, South Block, New Delhi, with a
request to disseminate the information abroad. Email: psfs@mea.gov.in

4) Joint Secretary (Customs), Central Board of lndirect Taxes & Customs,
Department of Revenue, North Block, New Delhi. Email: jscus@nic.in

5) Director General, Directorate General of Foreign Trade, Udyog Bhawan,
New Delhi. Email: dgft@nic.in

6) Dy lnspector Geneial of Forest, Central Zoo Authority, B-1 Wing, 6th

Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi
Road, New Delhi - 110 003. Email: cza@nic.in

7) Commissioner, Single Window Project, Central Board of lndirect Taxes
& Customs, Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance, New Delhi-
1 10 001.Email: mgt.valavan@nic.in

8) Deputy Secretary, Department of Commerce, Udyog Bhawan, New
Delhi - | l0 001. E-mail : d2tpd-doc@nic.in

9) All AQCSs to disseminate the information with all stakeholders including
importers through facilitation channels.

10)NlC, DAHD with a request to upload on the Department and AQCS's
website.

PS to the Hon'ble Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying.
PS to the Hon'ble Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying (SKB).
Sr. PPS to the Secretary, AHD.
PS to the AHc / JS (oPc) / JS (UB) / JS (VJ) / JS (GNS).
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Copy also for kind information to;
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Government of lndia
II€I qffiI, qgqrm{ 3lF ffi q-drmq

Ministrv of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying
3{hffifrl{Fl

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying

gfr rr*+, r{frd-tto oot,
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi-110 001 ,

frqi6 / Dated the 26th July 2021 .

OFFICE MEMO RAND UM

Subject: Requirement of GOVID'I9 testing in live animals before

imPorting into lndia- regarding'

The undersiqned is directed to refer to this Department's O'M' of even

nr.uut, J"t"J ii'Y.trn", 2021 lcopy enclosed) stating that to rule out the

;;;i;g ;f covlD-1g infection through imported animals' the concerned

f"gi"."iOffi"ers / euarantine Officers, Animal Quarantine and Certification

S"ili"". (AOCS) will issue advance No Objection Certificate / Final AQCS

J"rr"n""'tot import of Cats (domestic' Felis catus)' other members of the

iami-fy: FefiOae i.e. tigers lPanihera frgn's), lions-(Panthera leo)' snow leopards

liiithi"ri iiii"r, pui.". (euma spp.ietc. and Gorillas (Goitta spp.) into lndia

Itt"i i"""iuing negative cbvro-rg iest report (no more than 3 days old before

"rp"rt 
rt" r,ioia)"in addition to other existing requirements in this regard, till

such situation Prevails.

2. The matter has been reviewed based upon suggestions gf..y"t'gyt
itrk"hold"r. regarding problems and practices being.faced.i^.1""! ]'i::]l?
considerationtortnepetCats(domestic.Feliscatus),thefollowlngproceoure
will be adopted for import into india, in addition to other existing requirements

in this regard;

Negative COVID-19 test result (RT-PCR) no more than 7 days old

before exPort into lndia. 
or

Additionalcertification/attestationfromtheofficialveterinarianofthe
exporting country that as per the available facts / records' the pet cat

i;;;;;ii. i;/ls'cafus) has not been residing or in contact with positive

dOVfO-lg human or animal within 14 days before shipping and showing no

symptom of resPiratory illness.

3. This has the approval of the Hon'ble Minister for Fisheries' Animal

Wffau,t
(dtrmtr0

(Dr. Gagan Garg)
s6rTm sfrgfficqlqR)

Assistant Commissioner (Trade)
Email: gagan.garg@nic.in

Contd""

Husbandry and Dairying

Encl: As above.



Copy for kind information and necessary action to;

1) Secretary, Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce &
lndustries, Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. Email: csoffice@nic.in

2) Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climaie Change, lndira
Paryavaran Bhavan, Jorbagh Road, New Delhi. Emaii: secy-
moef@nic.in

3) Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, South Block, New Delhi, with a
request to disseminate the information abroad. Email: psfs@mea.gov.in

4) Joint Secretary (Customs), Central Board of lndirect Taxes & Customs,
Department of Revenue, North Block, New Delhi. Email: jscus@nic.in

5) Director General, Directorate General of Foreign Trade, Udyog Bhawan,
New Delhi. Email: dgft@nic.in

6) Dy lnspector General of Forest, Central Zoo Authority, B-,l Wing, 6th
Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi
Road, New Delhi - 110 003. Email: cza@nic.in

7) Commissioner, Single Window Project, Central Board of lndirect Taxes
& Customs, Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance, New Delhi-
1 1 0 001.Email: mgt.valavan@nic.in

8) Deputy Secretary, Department of Commerce, Udyog Bhawan, Nejw
Delhi - ll0 001. E-mail :d2tpd-doc@nic.in

9) All AQCSs to disseminate the information with all stakeholders including
importers through facilitation channels.

10)NlC, DAHD with a request to upload on the Department and AeCS's
website.
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Distribution:

PS to the Hon'ble Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying.
PS to the Hon'ble Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying (SKB).
Sr. PPS to the Secretary, AHD.
PS to the AHC / JS (OPC) / JS (UB) / JS (VJ) / JS (GNS).

1)
2)
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4
)
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- All Regional Officers / Quarantine Officers, Animal euarantine and
certification services, Delhi / Mumbai / Bangaluru / chennai / Kolkata /
Hyderabad.

Copy also for kind information to;
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q[{dS*FR

Government of lndia
rrRr qRH, q{qrffi 3{k 3qfr drrdq

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying
q{qrm{3{ttffitrt{Fr

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying

pRr*t, T{ffi-110 oo1,
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi-1 10 001 ,

Rri6'/ Dated the 24th August 2021

OFFICE MEMORANOUM

Subject: Requirement of COVID-19 testing in live animals before
importing into lndia- regarding.

ln continuation of this Department's O.M. of even number, dated 21't
June,2021 (copy enclosed), the undersigned is directed to clarify that like
Gorilla, other animal species (great apes) of Family Hominidae
including chimpanzees, orangutans etc. will also be tested for COVID-19
before importing into lndia.

2. This has the approval of the competent authority.

Encl: As above.

tdr6qtr
(Dr. Gagan Garg)

s6Er6.3ffgffiCeTCn
Assistant Commissioner (Trade)

Email: gagan.garg@nic.in
Distribution:

- All Regional Officers / Quarantine Officers, Animal Quarantine and
Certification Services, Delhi / Mumbai / Bangaluru / Chennai / Kolkata /
Hyderabad.

Copy for kind information to;

1) Dy lnspector General of Forest, Central Zoo Authority, B-1 Wing, 6th

Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi
Road, New Delhi - 110 003. Email: cza@nic.in

4,/^'fft04.,'

2) PS to the JS (GNS).


